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12th June, 1916, Lord Farnham, on behalf of these delegates of
the three counties, put a resolution protesting against Home
Rule and against their exclusion from Ulster; but " if the six
counties consider the safety of the Empire depends on the
continuance of the negotiations on the basis suggested by the
Government, the responsibility must be clearly understood to
be theirs, and the delegates of the three counties must abide
by their decision."
It was a painful dilemma for all of them. " Men not prone to
emotion," Ronald McNeill wrote of that meeting, " shed tears."*
The majority liked it as little as the minority, and it says much
for both that in agreeing to separate they held together. It was
upon an appeal to reason which Carson made to them, that " to
have a strong Ulster here ... a strong impregnable Ulster, which
would be a haven for all those who thought they would be more
happy within these borders," was, upon the whole, the better
course or the lesser evil.
u Let them ask themselves, as I have often asked myself,"
Carson argued, " c How will I lead the Opposition, and how will
I carry out such a movement in Ulster as will get us even such
proposals as they are about to reject, if they do reject them
to-day ?' "
And he went on:
" It is no use taking a heroic line, and being a hero for a
moment; and saying, * We will have nothing/ If I said that,
I have no doubt I would have got rousing cheers from people
who have not thought the matter out, but the Leader who goes
for cheers, when it is only a temporary triumph, is a poor creature
and would be unworthy to be followed."
Thus these Ulstermen came to their decision on what Carson
called " these heart-breaking matters."
,   i Ulster's Stand for Union, p. 247.